Oral mucosal melanoma of the mandibular gingiva: a case report.
Oral mucosal melanoma is rare and is reported to be more aggressive than cutaneous melanoma. The incidence of oral mucosal melanoma peaks at 41 to 60 years of age and the male to female ratio is 2 to 1. Preferred sites in the oral mucosa include the hard palate and maxillary alveolar crests. Risk factors have not been clearly identified, but melanotic pigmentation is present in one-third of patients prior to the diagnosis of melanoma. We report an unusual case of oral mucosal melanoma of the mandibular gingiva with the main characteristics of an in situ lesion and areas of superficial invasion in a 45-year-old woman. The patient was treated with surgical resection of the lesion and a 54-month follow-up shows no evidence of recurrence. Oral mucosal melanomas are aggressive neoplasms that may arise from prior pigmented lesions in the oral mucosa. Classification of these tumors is not well-established and the main prognostic factor appears to be lymph node compromise. The main treatment modality is surgical resection.